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Mission Statement
Catholic Charities in Terre Haute exists to serve the poor, the hungry, 
the homeless, the elderly, the neglected children and the needy. Our 
goal is to relieve suffering and hardship for people in the community 
regardless of nationality, race, creed, or religion.

Leave a Legacy
Give the gift of joy this Easter season. Please consider a gift to 
Catholic Charities through your will or a planned gift to provide 
lasting support for God’s work through the Church. To discuss 
available options, please contact Jennifer Buell, Development Director, 
at jbuell@catholiccharitiesterrehaute.org, or 812-232-1447 for a 
confidential conversation.

Join Us on Facebook:
 
Catholic Charities in Terre Haute is now on Facebook. Join our page 
to keep up-to-date about what’s happening in our programs. You can  
find us at: www.facebook.com/CatholicCharitiesTerreHaute.
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Dear Friends,

In a recent conversation with Tom Kuhl – program director at 
Terre Haute  Catholic Charities Foodbank – he was sharing 
about a particular pantry that found it quite rewarding to hear 

from clients about the appreciation they felt for what we had provided 
them – and also felt it was important for us to know of the gratitude 
expressed by those they serve.   

As a result, I began to wonder how much we express our gratitude, 
for our work, for our partners, for our donors and for our clients. 

At times it seems to be a conundrum, how can we be grateful for 
someone being poor? I would contend that it is not their poverty for 
which we are grateful, but instead what they offer us. We know from 
the Gospel that Jesus told us we would always have the poor and that 
is where we would find Him. The Gospel of Matthew says: “Lord, 
when were you hungry or naked or in prison and I did not help you?” 
How do you answer this call?

By now, we all know His response. But what is our response to 
those on the margins, those struggling with hunger or addiction or a 
failed relationship that prevents any one of us from realizing our full 
potential as children of God? 

In speaking with staff and volunteers, I am told of the 25-year-old 
single mother with 6 children under the age of 8 that no matter how 
hard she tries, she just can’t seem to make ends meet. Then there is the 
mother and father of 5 who don’t have custody of their children because 
of addiction issues. They are able to arrange for supervised visits at the 
Ryves Youth Center because it’s the only way the court and CPS will 
allow them to meet. I’ve heard that there are school bus drivers that 
agonize when we have a snow day because it means some children will 
be at home where food is scarce instead of in school where at least two 
meals are provided. 

We see the disorganization and dysfunctional circumstances of 
people everyday in our programs. We also see tremendous survival 
skills of people to maintain life in otherwise difficult situations. 

Perhaps our greatest challenge is the same as yours, to do what we 
do, without reservations, and without judging those who come to us 

asking for help. To provide help, with 
respect, dignity, and with God’s love 
in our hearts. That’s how we can create 
hope and show our gratitude.

Email Updates

Would you prefer to receive
updates from us via email?

If so, please call Jennifer Buell 
at 812.232.1447 or by email at 

jbuell@catholiccharitiesterrehaute.org.

John C. Etling, Agency Director

Terre Haute Catholic Charities Foodbank
Tom Kuhl (812) 235-3424

Bethany House Emergency Shelter
Dottye Crippen (812) 232-4978

Christmas House & Household Exchange
Dottye Crippen (812) 232-4978

Ryves Youth Center
Jim Edwards (812) 235-1265
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Special Delivery at Bethany House

Ted and Angie came to Bethany House in January when An-
gie was 8 months pregnant. Out of work and without a sta-
ble place to call home, they were looking for a safe place to 
live. Baby Jessica was born 3 weeks early, weighing 6 lbs., 
1 oz. and is doing great. However mom, who had some late-
term complications, is recovering more slowly and needs 
follow-up medical care. Please join the staff and volunteers 
at Bethany House in keeping Ted, Angie, and baby Jessica 
in your prayers for a healthy new beginning for their family.

Bob Waelbroeck, President

Henry Smith, Vice President

Laura Land, Secretary

Sally Stewart, Treasurer
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I t all started so simply: The Panera 

Bread manager needed the excess bread 

picked up at closing on Thanksgiving 

Eve. The volunteer who usually picked it 

up was going to be out of town, so she 

asked Bernie and Muriel Ryan of Families 

by Choice if they were available to do it 

instead. Because Families by Choice is a 

member agency of Terre Haute Catholic 

Charities Foodbank, they checked in with 

the director, Tom Kuhl, who immediately 

announced that they were an “answer to 

prayer”. 

Corporate Panera has a national contract 

with Feeding America. Every night at 

closing, the excess product is donated to 

the area food bank representing Feeding 

America. The downside for the food bank 

is that their products have little preserva-

tives in them and are not usually wrapped 

individually. Therefore, they have to be 

immediately distributed to agencies and 

the hungry. 

So starting Thanksgiving Eve 2010, 

Bernie Ryan with a few Families by Choice 

volunteers began his nightly habit: drive to 

Panera, pick up the bread, weigh the bread, 

and deliver the bread and pastries to 17 

area soup kitchens, food pantries, homeless 

shelters, senior centers, etc. At the end of 

each month, Bernie turns in the weights to 

the Foodbank. Since that date, based on 

the collaborative nature of the Families by 

Choice work, he has placed over 42,750 

pounds of bread and pastries on behalf of 

Catholic Charities.

When asked how people can help, the 

70-year-old retiree laughs and says, “Sure 

could use some gas cards!” But most every 

night at closing time, he heads to his van and 

makes the run – and delivers it the following 

day to help the hungry.

Panera Bread Partnership

More ‘confusion than clarity’ about HHS 
mandate, Cardinal Dolan says

Recently, Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New York wrote a strongly worded letter to his 

fellow bishops charging that White House officials failed to consider the U.S. bishops’ 

concerns that the federal mandate governing employer coverage of contraception and 

sterilization under the health care law violated religious freedom principles.  This statement was 

in response to the new HHS mandates and supposed “accommodations” offered by President 

Obama.  Cardinal Dolan reiterated that the bishops’ conference will “continue to … voice our 

concerns to anyone of any party, for this is hardly partisan, who is willing to correct infringements 

on religious freedom that we are now under.”

To become more informed about the HHS mandate and the U.S. bishops’ opposition to it, 

visit http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty.
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A Christmas to Remember – 
A heartwarming story from a food pantry partner

Matthew 25:33 ‘For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink. 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me, na-
ked and you clothed me...’ Then the just will 
ask him: ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you or see you thirsty and give you 
drink? When did we welcome you away from 
home or clothe you in your nakedness?’… 
The king will answer them: ‘I assure you, as 
often as you did it for one of my least brothers, 
you did it for me.’

Dec. 22, 2011, we had just closed the 
food pantry for the last time before Christ-
mas. As is our tradition, everyone had re-
ceived a Christmas gift, in addition to the 
distribution of food.

All the volunteers had gone home and 
my mom, brother, and I were talking about 
how we had almost used every gift we had 
this year when in pulled a truck whose doors 
didn’t match the rest of the truck’s body. 

There was a strong feeling among us – we 
had to let this man in, and what happened next 
changed the meaning of Christmas for all of us.

“I’m sorry I’m late, I just did not want to 
come here, but I am hungry,” he said softly.

“Well, it is our pleasure to meet you,” I 
said.  And as I took him around for food, I 
soon realized just how hungry he was.

He chose a 5# bag of oats over a box of 
cereal, and rice over a bag of cookies. “Would 
you like a can of black-eyed peas?” I asked, 
expecting him to decline. “Oh, my favorite,” 
he said.  “You are in luck,” I told him, “Today 
only they are 3 cans for free.”

“Now, would you like a beef roast, or a 
whole chicken?” I asked him.  

“Oh, either will be great, I can’t tell you 
when I last ate meat,” he said with a smile.  

We gave him both.
Over and over he kept repeating, “I will 

eat like a king!” And we all fought to hold 
back the tears.

As he carried out his groceries, my brother 
motioned for me to look at the man’s feet. One 
tennis shoe only had half of a sole on it; the 
other had the toes out of it.

“Hey buddy, did you notice we have a lot 
of men’s shoes?” we asked. “You would re-
ally do us a favor if you could help us make 
a little room on the shelf.” He smiled, “That 
would be great.”

On the top shelf, in a shoebox was a brand 
new pair of Vans tennis shoes for men, size 
10.5. They had just come in the day before 
and they fit perfectly. The smile on that man’s 
face was beyond words.

Then I noticed his coat, pockets were miss-
ing, and one sleeve half ripped off. “I have a 
lot of coats, could you use one of those?” He 
smiled and you guessed it, one just his size, 
almost new, with a hood.  As I took it off the 
hanger, my mom handed me the last $10 gift 
card for Burger King. I handed him the coat 
and told him the card came with it. 

He put on the coat, wrapped his arms 
around himself, and with tears in his eyes he 
said, “Oh, it is so warm! I am going to be so 
warm! Oh, Merry Christmas to me! I have not 
eaten in a restaurant for years!” 

And then, I looked on the counter, and 
there sat a box of chocolate covered cherries 
and our last bottle of aftershave. We put it in 
a gift bag and handed it to him, “Don’t peek 
until Christmas morning,” we warned him.

This man thought we had given him so 
much and he was so happy. But in truth, it was 
he who gave us more than words can explain.

I have to admit, on Christmas morning, 

I wondered if he had peeked. And I thought 
about Matthew 25 – As often as you did it for 
one of my least brothers, you did it for me.

I wonder…
Connie Norman
Parke County
 

Ryves Youth Center is a place where we seek to serve the “whole child” by encour-
aging participation in several activities. Many children walk through our doors 
and receive help with their homework, participate in the Champions Reading 

program, get a bite to eat, and then recreate through basketball or boxing. Whether a child 
participates in one activity or many, the children are offered a place where they can feel 
included and loved. They are each an important part of the Ryves Youth Center Family.

The Ryves Youth Center Family Soup Bowl 2012

Soup Bowl Benefit 2012 is in the 
books and goes down as the most 
successful event yet! More than 

400 attendees sampled 21 soups and as-
sorted breads and desserts from handmade 
bowls crafted by 11 area artists and two 
high schools while listening to 5 musical 
acts inside Maryland Community Church. 
The event was a sell-out and nearly $19,000 
was raised to benefit Terre Haute Catholic 
Charities Foodbank. 

As a result of your generosity an ad-
ditional 75,000 meals can be provided by 
the Foodbank and its 85 member agencies 
throughout Clay, Greene, Knox, Parke, 

Sullivan, Vermillion and Vigo counties. 
This enables us to continue the mission 
of serving more than 32,000 people who 
struggle to provide for themselves in our 
communities.

The event committee would like to thank 
all the guests, artists, chefs, bakers, volunteers, 
media and anyone else who lent a hand to 
make this event an unqualified success. 
Through a simple bowl of soup, we highlight 
the issues of hunger in our community and 
encourage our friends and neighbors to 
share their abundance with those in need.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, February 
2, 2013 for Soup Bowl Benefit 2013!

ISU Partnerships

The partnership between 
Catholic Charities and Indi-
ana State University which 

began in 2011 continues to offer 
great opportunities to our programs. 
Several ISU students participated in 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of 
Service and were moved by the indi-
viduals they met on the corner of 14th 
and Locust. Their initial experiences 
drew them to do something special 
for the clientele we serve. During 
February, several fraternities who 
participated in the Day of Service 
activities chose to bake and package 
Valentine cookies – bringing such joy 
to the faces of diners at the Bethany 
House Soup Kitchen.  

Ryves Youth Center at Etling Hall began 
the New Year with many activities as well as 
collaborations. Education remains an impor-
tant emphasis for the children at our youth cen-
ter. The Ryves Champions Reading program is 
growing every day. 

Currently, we have children from many 
of the local elementary schools coming each 
week to improve their reading skills. A con-
tinued collaboration with Deming Elementary 
is bringing even more young children into our 
program and by the end of the school year, we 
expect to have nearly one hundred children en-
rolled in our reading program.

Volunteer tutors have come from many dif-
ferent groups, including John Paul II Catholic 
High School and the Terre Haute North Vigo 
High School Astra club. These young students 
give their time on a weekly basis and our chil-
dren really enjoy reading to their “big” bud-
dies. In addition to our high school tutors, we 
also have many college students from ISU, 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College, and Rose 
Hulman signing up to help.  

Reading Program is a 
Successful Community 

Collaboration

The Ryves Science Club, sponsored by IU Medical students and AHEC, provides a weekly 
opportunity for our children to receive a hands-on educational experience. In recent months our 
children have handled a human brain, watched as pig lungs were inflated and deflated, as well as 
performed several interesting scientific experiments. 

Hands On with the Science Club

Each evening children come to Ryves 
Youth Center to receive a snack and a hot 
nutritious meal. Both are free of charge and 
are offered to any child walking through our 
doors. In 2011, the Ryves Kids Cafe served 
33,318 snacks and meals to children in at-
tendance, with many children also receiving 
a free bag of food from the Ryves BackPack 
program. Each Friday, children in need are of-
fered a bag of “kid-friendly” nutritious food. 
In 2011, a total of 2,697 bags of food were 
given to the children. 

Working up an Appetite!

Ryves Youth Center offers a vast array of physical activity in which children can participate. 
Opportunities include activities such as open basketball, roller skating, and dodge ball; as well as the 
option to play in an organized basketball league or become involved in amateur boxing. All children 
who wish to play basketball are placed on a team without tryouts – allowing each child the opportu-
nity to compete and gain the benefit of working together on a team.

Although all children are allowed to practice with our boxing team, only those who show ability 
are allowed to enter the ring and compete. In January, Ryves Youth Center hosted a five-state region-
al Silver Gloves Amateur Boxing tournament. On May 19th and 20th, the Indiana Junior Olympics 
Amateur Boxing Tournament will be held at Ryves. We plan to have many of our children compete 
for championships in their weight class.

What’s Your Game?

Clothes Closet 
Upgrades

The Clothes Closet is changing 
its face at Bethany House. We 
have relocated the shopping 

area to the Bethany House Annex on 
the southeast corner of 14th and Lo-
cust St. Appointments are available on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday from 
10am-2pm by calling Bethany House at 
(812) 232-4978. All donations will be 
accepted at the garage behind the Beth-
any House at 1402 Locust St. where 
items will be sorted for distribution. 
The garage will host a weekly Friday 
“Open House” for giving away over-
flow items overstocked or not suited 
for the Clothes Closet. 

Hog Roast – Friday, April 13, Riley 
Conservation Club

Homeward Bound – Saturday, April 
21, Dede Plaza on ISU’s campus  for 
more information or to register, go to 
http://homewardboundindiana.org/
wabash-valley 

Stamp out Hunger Food Drive – May 12

Junior Olympics Boxing Tournament – 
May 19 & 20, Ryves Youth Center

For more Information:
Like us on Facebook at 

Facebook.com/CatholicCharitiesTerreHaute
Visit our website at 

CatholicCharitiesTerreHaute.org

Upcoming Events:


